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A new 15-year conservation plan proposed by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service lead to the Featherstone
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National Wildlife Refuge in Woodbridge opening to the public for the first time. Slisr  ALIGIENGYE S
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But area residents are split on whether or not that should happen. e 7 50
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ﬂUdiDbDGk toclay The FWS held twolpublic meetings about the

proposed plan, which sets goals for both
Featherstone and Mason Neck wildlife refuges, at

Potomac Library in Woodbridge Wednesday.
SUBMIT YOUR NEWS!

At the afternoon session, county resident Al Alborn
spoke against opening the refuge to the public.

We're always interested in hearing
about news in our community. Let us

Alborn said that not enough is known about the natural environment at Featherstone, and so no one knows what know what's going on!

will happen to it if the refuge is opened.

“Doing nothing right now is a really good option,” Alborn said. “Let’s let nature take its course.”

Kevin Parker, who is a member of several area conservation groups and has led tours at Featherstone, also
spoke at the afternoon meeting and said he favored opening the refuge to the public.

GALLERY

“l would like to see it be open and | would like to see it become a place beloved by the people,” he said. Photo Galleries
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For Mason Neck, the conservation plan calls for, among other things, two new trails to be developed on the
refuge.

Public comments on the proposed plan will be accepted through Feb. 22 and can be submitted via letters, faxes,

phone calls and e-mails, with “Mason Neck/Featherstone Refuges CCP” in the subject line. Ex -ﬂke_ a?
Past Manassas
Christmas

To submit comments, e-mail northeastplanning@fws.gov, send letters to Nancy McGarigal, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, 300 Westgate Center Drive, Hadley, MA 01035, call 413-253-8562 or fax 413-253-8468.

3 PHOTOS
FWS staff will evaluate all public comments and revise their plan as needed during March and April. In May, a
recommendation will be submitted to the regional director, who will make the final decision for the refuges.
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Staff writer Amanda Stewart can be reached at 703-530-3908.
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